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Overview
The choice between Rubrik and ClearSky is a choice between 
a limited offering with an on-premises based legacy 
architecture versus a complete storage service . A storage 
service that's powered by an architecture which is inherently 
hybrid and superior in performance, physical footprint, cloud 
integration, scalability on-demand and cost. ClearSky protects 
your data more effectively than Rubrik. You’ll not only run 
better backups, your entire storage operation will run better—
much simpler and faster, at a much lower cost. 

Newer Software,  
Same Old Data Copying 
Rubrik prides themselves on their automation. They have 
a policy engine for specifying the RPO required for an 
application, and their software does the rest. But Rubrik is 
a traditional backup architecture, with backups performed 
the same way they’ve been done for decades regardless 
of technology advances. Running a backup means 
replicating data—making copies from primary storage 
and moving the data through a network to another 
system which has to be paid for, scaled, and managed. 
It’s a model known to be expensive, hard to manage, and 
which degrades performance in production environments, 
forcing organizations to limit how often they run backups 
or what data to protect.  

Rubrik is also only a backup solution. While Rubrik can 
replicate data to an off-site location or a cloud, they make 
no provisions for DR/business continuity. When it comes 
to disaster recovery (not to mention primary storage), 
you’re on your own. 

Write Data Once,  
Access It Anywhere
ClearSky provides a fundamentally different storage 
architecture that combines on-demand primary storage 
with offsite backup and DR, delivered as a complete 
fully-managed service for enterprise storage. Innovations 
ensure high performance and low latency for constantly 
changing data along with unprecedented efficiency and 
scalability.

ClearSky innovations also apply to data protection. Data 
is written once and automatically backed up offsite in 
multiple locations. There’s no replication and no need for 
redundant infrastructure required to maintain multiple 
copies of data. Rather than separate sub-systems, the 
entry point to the service is via the 2U ClearSky Edge 
Cache in the data center with dedicated, high speed 
network connections to the local point-of-presence and 
then to the ClearSky Backing Cloud. Write your data once 
and gain access to all of it, anywhere it’s needed—on 
prem, at a DR site, or in the public cloud.
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Addressing only a piece of the problem

A complete data storage service—on demand, single copy, 
fully protected, secure, accessible anywhere



© 2018 ClearSky Data. All Rights Reserved. 4

Now let’s see how they compare.

PERFORMANCE 30K IOPS minimum 200K IOPS minimum 

RPO 1 hour; local only RPO 5-15 min

RTO = near-zero, with limitations RTO <1 min

Limited intra-day recovery points Unlimited intra-day recovery points

90 day retention limit Unlimited retention

Backups negatively impact production 
performance

No performance impact on production

PHYSICAL 
FOOTPRINT

Hardware consists of a 2U 32TB usable “Brik” 
installed on prem (and/or a secondary site). 
If you need more capacity, you have to buy 
additional Briks, consuming more power, rack 
space, and management overhead. 

A single 2U Edge Cache is the only device on 
prem regardless of how much data you need 
to protect. The architecture also eliminates the 
need for a secondary data center and archival 
storage.

SCALABILITY 8TB – 200 TB. You will probably have to multiple 
Briks to meet retention requirements. 

20TB – PBs. Scale on demand, paying only for 
the capacity you use. The ClearSky service can 
protect a virtually limitless amount of data, all 
accessible in less than one minute. 

CLOUD 
INTEGRATION

Customer assumes cloud egress fees. While 
Rubric positions themselves as being cloud-
friendly, it’s the same old replication—making 
copies of data and paying a cloud provider to 
store them. Since a Rubric client can only store 
30-60 days of retention, paying for archival
storage is almost a certainty.

Native public, private and multi-cloud 
integration with NO cloud egress fees. If you 
need to surface workloads offsite, you don’t 
need a secondary data center—just install an 
Edge Cache with a connection to the ClearSky 
network and get to work.

CONSUMPTION 
MODEL 

CapEx/SW licensing, which means buying 
infrastructure—storage, licenses, bandwidth, 
and other gear needed to make legacy backup 
work. Rubrik’s cloud archive requires a separate 
license. 

OpEx/SaaS subscription-based. You pay only for 
the storage capacity you actually use. 

COST
Based on 40 TB 
usable storage 
for backups

More than $1 Million prepaid (backup only) 
Two backup sites, replication, software 
encryption, and premium support.  
Archival would be at additional cost 

$500,000 spread over 3 years 
(includes primary storage, offsite backup, & DR) 
Priced at $0.14/GB for 100 TB (60 TB active, 40 
TB for retention)
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PRIMARY, BACKUP & DR IN ONE 

SAAS DELIVERY MODEL

REPLICATION REQUIRED

NATIVE CLOUD INTEGRATION

SINGLE, DURABLE COPY OF DATA

DEDUPLICATION & FILE PROTECTION

SNAPSHOTS

RPO 0

RTO < 1MIN

ELASTIC SCALE ON-DEMAND

ELIMINATES SECONDARY DATA CENTER

AUTOMATIC SERVICE UPDATES

A Better Solution—Plug into ClearSky
ClearSky is a better solution for all data protection, delivered as a single service for about half the cost 
of traditional approaches. It’s an opportunity to think differently: don’t just settle for better backup, think 
about better storage. It’s a solution that’s already helping many organizations with requirements like 
yours to save money and operate more efficiently. Let’s talk about how we can make it work for you.

Call: 617.322.0610  |  Visit: clearskydata.com/demo-request

ClearSky and Rubrik Features Comparison




